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REF: STATE 229673 

1. EMBASSY APPROACHED CRAWFORD, DIRECTOR GATT SECTION, 
DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL WITH 
FOLLOWING RESULTS. 

2. CRAWFORD SAID GOA "HAD NO POSITION" ON 
DECLARATION AT THIS TIME BUT HE EXPECTED MATTER 
TO GO TO CABINET "IN A FEW WEEKS’". HE INDICATED 
GOA CONCERNED ABOUT IMF STAFF PAPER SM/74/218 
DEFINING AGREED INTERPRETATION OF DECLARATION. 
CRAWFORD UNDERSTOOD THESE CONCERNS WERE UNDER 
CONSIDERATION IN IMF AS RESULT OF RECENT BOARD 
DISCUSSIONS. ESSENCE OF GOA CONCERNS WAS THAT 
TONE OF PAPER "UNNECESSARILY RIGID" IN THAT IT 
PRESCRIBED RATHER THAN SUGGESTED PROCEDURES TO 
BE FOLLOWED. 

3. GOA APPARENTLY ALSO NOT ENTIRELY HAPPY WITH 
PROPOSED ROLE OF GATT DIRECTOR GENERAL (DG) IN 
IMPLEMENTING DECLARATION. IT DID NOT CONSIDER 

DG AS HAVING POWER TO MAKE DECISIONS WHICH WOULD 
BE BINDING ON CONTRACTING PARTIES. THIS, ACCORDING 
TO CRAWFORD, WOULD "REVERSE INTENDED MASTER-SERVANT 
ROLE". GOA, IN SHORT, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT 
TRADE MEASURES WOULD BE INTERPRETED AS BEING TAKEN 
FOR B/P REASONS AND WHO WOULD HAVE POWER TO MAKE 
THIS DECISION. IN FACT, CRAWFORD SAID, GOA REGARDED 
IDEA OF PRIOR CONSULTATION ON TRADE MEASURES AS 
"NOT ACCEPTABLE". 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: WE ASSUME 
FROM REFTEL THAT GOA SUPPORTED C-20 RECOMMENDATION. 

IF THIS CORRECT, CRAWFORD RESPONSE STRIKES US AS 
SOMEWHAT HARD-NOSED AND NOT ENTIRELY CONSISTENT 
WITH GOA ACTION IN C-20. IT OCCURS TO US THIS 

MAY BE APPROPRIATE ISSUE ON WHICH TO PRESS 
AUSTRALIANS AT HIGHER LEVEL. AS BASIS FOR DOING SO, 

IF DESIRED BY DEPARTMENT, EMBASSY WOULD REQUIRE MORE 
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DETAILED BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON AUSTRALIAN RECORD 
IN IMF ON THIS MATTER, AND ANY HELPFUL COMMENTS ON 
POINTS ADVANCED BY CRAWFORD. 

GREEN 
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